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Effective January 5, 2026, CCLS Laboratory Services will begin in-house testing for 
methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus screen, PCR [LAB0230175]. This test 
replaces methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus culture, nares [LAB0269514]. 
  
Specimen type: Cepheid Sample Collection Device (900-0370) (preferred) or BD ESwab 
(220245) – both swabs are available from distribution.  Note: Minitip ESwabs are not an 
acceptable specimen type.  
Specimen transport and storage: 15 - 30°C for 24 hours or 2 - 8°C for 7 days 
  
Facilities lists and order sets will be updated to reflect these changes.   
 
Patient testing currently in progress will continue using culture methods. 
   
Please feel free to contact CCLS Laboratory Services Microbiology Department with any 
questions at 320-251-2700 Ext. 57311. 
  

 


